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Night Garden  

the Turtle Pond in Central Park, New York City



Night Garden, consists of a semi-aquatic landscape of cattails, marsh 

grasses, reeds and bog rushes, in juxtaposition with a stainless steel 

environmental sculpture composed of elongated vertical and horizontal 

elements from which both water and light emanate.  The fountain perimeter can 

vary with the characteristics of the chosen site. Central to the basin area, the 

sculptural component rises from a concentration of cattails, reeds and rushes 

nurtured by the moving water.  The stainless steel configuration of tall vertical 

and long, horizontal tubes support several light elements. These parody the 

vegetation surrounding the sculpture.  The hourly change in light conditions at 

the site alters greatly the appearance of the artwork throughout the day.  In 

daylight, the burnished surface of the sculpture gives hints of its presence, as 

the viewer catches the reflection of sunlight on its upper parts and through 

openings in the vegetation.  The work transforms in the early twilight hours as 

the reflective, metallic surface picks up the colors of the evening light, and 

silhouettes of the surrounding vegetation fuse to create a somber environment.  

By nightfall, light from the sculpture highlights sections of the plants, creating a 

luminescent biosphere, which shifts and flutters with the movement of the wind.  

Water elements within sections of the stainless steel structure provide a mist, or 

spray, which reflects light with a prismatic effect.  The sound of water moving 

though the basin and flowing down several of the vertical elements fills the site.









Diesel Wall  

Mitte, Berlin, Germany





My Future?  





Gasag  

Berlin, Germany











The Brooklyn Bridge:

Hanging Promenades and Communicating Walkways  

Brooklyn and Manhattan, New York City













Ascension  Montemor-o-Novo, Portugal





Ascension is a tower constructed of tapered gray brick blocks supporting a 

railroad track, with rails and ties carved from the brick.

This installation beckons the viewer to look towards the heavens. At the rear 

of the structure is a steel stair, which allows the visitor to view the work from 

above, while providing a view of the surrounding landscape, to reward their 

effort in climbing to the top. 

Working with brick fabricators the gray bricks will be formed and fired. The 

bricks supporting the rails will be bound with construction adhesive and 

placed within a steel frame. The sculpted elements will be carved on the 

ground. Construction of the tower side walls will be undertaken and the rail 

section lifted into place. A steel stair structure will be welded and placed within 

the tower. 



Carved Brick study  2019



Carved Brick study  2019



Ascension  Montemor-o-Novo-Portugal



Ascension  Montemor-o-Novo-Portugal



Bodo Pavilion  Bodo, Norway





My proposal to the The Norwegian Sculptors Society (Norsk Billedhoggerforening), 

Bodø2024 and Bodø Municipality for KunstKanten, takes the form of a structure 

based on elements taken from the shipping and transport industries. It also conforms 

to the scale of the natural landscape surrounding the city and is intended to function 

as a landmark in that landscape. The Bodø pavilion is constructed with 5 units, 

diagonally cut from Sea Shipping Containers, and one 20 foot Container, which will 

function as a passageway into the pavilion. The 5 units will be joined within a steel 

support structure, along with 9 triangular wall panels, made of Corten steel, and 

laser cut stainless steel. 



Bodo Pavilion  Bodo, Norway



Bodo Pavilion  Bodo, Norway



Bodo Pavilion  Bodo, Norway



Bodo Pavilion  Bodo, Norway



This presentation focuses on 

the issue of environmental degradation.

As such these installations and photographs 

were conceived to address the deteriorating state 

of our planet.



All the artworks here are meant to stimulate public discourse and aide 

to further the development of socially responsible decision-making 

regarding our shared environment.



Confronting the issue of our own mortality 











The

photographic series

PACIFIC RIM

highlights a problem that 

impacts the entire community of nations touched by the waters of the 

Pacific ocean. 

These images were photographed on the East coast of the island of Taiwan



Pacific Rim #1  2012



Pacific Rim #2  2012



Pacific Rim #3  2012



Pacific Rim #4  2012



Pacific Rim #5  2012



Pacific Rim #6  2012



Pacific Rim #7  2012



Desolation a possible future



Desolation  a possible future



In Desolation our Earth is a pale gray version of itself spinning in a sea 

of black oil. It seems far from reach and barren. If we accidentally fall 

beyond a turning point, how will we be forced to live, if we can survive 

at all?



Desolation  a possible future



A Video was assembled for this installation. The music titled, Scorched Earth 

(2019) was composed by David Barraco. The music is a march towards 

extinction, it is a haunting drone like siren, divided into 4 parts: Doomsday 

Clock Striking – Haunted – Raging Fires Inferno – Marching towards 

Extinction the cry of Mankind.





Spring of Hope  a possible future



Spring of Hope Garden

An installation  in cooperation with ICAI 

Institute for Cultural Activism, Delhi, NY



This work is born of the fusion of the two earlier projects, The Horizon is 

Nothing More than the Limit of Our Sight, commissioned by the Brooklyn 

Museum of Art in New York City in 1990 curated by Charlotta Kotic, and 

Shake Up! presented by curator Lynn del Sol of {CTS} creative thriftshop in 

conjunction with the Dam Stuhltrager Gallery in 2010. 

In revisiting this work my thought was to shift the focus from what was seen 

as a future awakening, to the present moment. The idea being that the 

calamity is upon us and we presently need the spring of hope that will help 

us envision this final step in addressing our problems.  

It is in this light that I welcome you as a witness and provocateur of the 

process.









The Spring of Hope Garden was completed on October 18, 2023 at 

the Institute for Cultural Activism International in Delhi, New York



HONORS AND AWARDS

2017 Kur-World Cup Environmental Award for Architecture and Design, 

Kur-World and Macau International Environmental Co-operation Forum. Macau, China.

2003 Award in Printmaking. New York Foundation for the Arts 

2002 Nomination. The Joan Mitchell Foundation award.

1998 Support grant. CBK Centrum Bildende Kunst, Rotterdam and The Netherlands Consul to North America 

with Arnold Schalks for the project Communicating Vessels.

1989 Support grant. Netherland-America Foundation for The Waterline Project.

1989 Support grant. The Foundation for Contemporary Performance Arts.

1989 Support grant. Art Matters Foundation for The Waterline Project.



HONORS AND AWARDS

1989 Award in Sculpture. New York Foundation for the Arts for The Waterline Project.

1985 Sponsored Projects. New York State Council on the Arts, Individual Artist Program.

1984 Interdisciplinary Arts Program Award. National Endowment for the Arts with the Mel Wong Dance 

Company for the performance of Buddha Meets Einstein at the Great Wall.

1982 Sponsored Projects. New York State Council on the Arts, Individual Artist Program

1977-79 Expansion Arts Program Award. National Endowment for the Arts for my Festival Ithaca Projects.

1977 Award in Sculpture. Creative and Performing Arts Council of Cornell University

1976 Sculpture Award. The Ithaca Art Association.

               



Solo EXHIBITIONS AND PERFORMANCES

Dec. 2022

Hou Shan Art Gallery. Zhuhai, China. Selected works in video and sculpture, highlighting artworks 

produced resident in Berlin, Germany. Sponsored by the German Consulate in China.

May 2021

Solo exhibition: When the Music is Over at XuYuHuanBian / The Art Space, Zhuhai, China.

May 2019

The Purr of the Chinese Shoe Factory at the Highland Shoe Factory. Huizhou, China.

two new artwork created on commission for the Longyuan Footwear Company.

March 2010

Mixed media Installation entitled Shake Up! - presented at Dam Stuhltrager Gallery. Brooklyn, New York

April 2004

Freizeit print series – presented at the Hudson Guild. New York, New York

August 2004

Structures of Detention print series - presented at the Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn, New York

April 2002

Sackgasse /Dead End - presented at Galerie Völcker & Freunde. Berlin, Germany.

a one-person exhibition of my prints and drawings.

November 1999

Collected Visions - at The University Gallery at UMASS Lowell. Lowell, Massachusetts.

a one-person exhibition; and multi-media survey of private thoughts and social commentary.



Solo EXHIBITIONS AND PERFORMANCES

June 1993

Private Parts sculpture exhibition - presented at Warehouse Galerie. Amsterdam, Netherlands.

September 1991

The Berlin Project sculpture exhibition. - presented at Kunstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, Germany. 

December 1991

The Berlin Project sculpture exhibition. - presented at Amerika Haus, Berlin, Germay. 

September 1989 

Sculpture: The Waterline Project - presented at Foundation Artgarden. Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Showcasing the installation of major works of outdoor sculpture.

September 1987

Sculpture: Special Projects. - presented at MOMA /P.S.1. Long Island City, New York

An installation of several works of sculpture.

October 1983 

Zaroff's Tale - presented at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum. New York, New York

A multi-media performance.

November 1981 

New Sculpture - presented at Galerie Danielli. Toronto, Ontario Canada

solo exhibition of sculpture and installations.



Ron Rocco

      New York, Berlin, Zhuhai

W  w  w  .  R  o  n  r  o  c  c  o  .  C  o  m
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